Endoclip migration into the common bile duct following laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) is an extremely rare complication. Migrated endoclip into the common bile duct can cause obstruction, serve as a nidus for stone formation, and cause cholangitis. We report a case of cholangitis due to a migrated endoclip and consequent choledocholithiasis 6 years after LC, which was successfully treated by endoscopic extraction.
Introduction

Endoclip migration into the common bile duct following laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) is an extremely rare complication, and can occur from days to years after LC. We describe a case of cholangitis due to a migrated endoclip and consequent choledocholithiasis 6 years after LC, which was successfully treated by endoscopic extraction.
Case Report
. (Fig. 4) . The CT showed two stones within the common bile duct, but not in the cystic duct, suggesting migration of the calculi and endoclip into the common bile duct (Fig. 1) .
F i g u r e 2 . E RCP d e mo n s t r a t e d t wo s t o n e s i n t h e d i l a t e d c o mmo n b i l e d u c t , a n d t h e t h r e e e n d o c l i p s we r e d e t e c t e d i n o n e s t o n e .
F i g u r e 3 . T h e e n d o c l i p s we r e e x t r a c t e d b y e mp l o y i n g a b a s k e t c a t h e t e r .
a b c
F i g u r e 4 . On CT , t h e e n d o c l i p s a n d s t o n e we r e s e e n i n t h e c y s t i c d u c t i n 2 0 0 4 ( a ) , a n d t h e e n l a r g e d s t o n e wa s r e v e a l e d i n 2 0 0 7 ( b ) .
a b during the 6-month follow-up after ERCP. The present patient's cholangitis was likely to have been due to a migrated endoclip with consequent choledocholithiasis. In our retrospective analysis, endoclips and stones were seen within the cystic duct stump on CT in 2004, and the stones appeared larger in 2007
Discussion
The first case of choledocholithiasis due to endoclip migration into the common bile duct after LC was reported in 1992 (1, 2) , and there have also been case reports of other complications from migrated endoclips within the common bile duct, including acute pancreatitis and benign structuring (3)/stenosis of the common bile duct (4) .
The etiology of endoclip migration into the common bile duct remains unclear. One possible explanation is that the cystic duct remained patent due to ineffective clipping resulting in biloma with bile leakage (1, 4, 5) . An alternative explanation revolves around erosion of the endoclip into the biliary system from local inflammation around the clip (4, 6) . 
